
PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACT: Jen Olson, (203) 736-5043 

 

Irving School Music Program- The Secret is Out 

 

Yesterday, at Irving School, we announced a big secret that we have been keeping since last 

spring!  Mrs. Lucas, our music/chorus/band teacher, was awarded $15,400 worth of new instruments 

from the Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation!  Stub Hub was the corporate sponsor who donated 15 new 

instruments, including: saxophones, trumpets, flutes, trombones, and clarinets for our students to 

use!  (See the attached letter from Stub Hub and the great picture of our students!) 

This donation will help us continue to grow and develop our music program, and create access for all 

students who are interested in playing an instrument.  Mrs. Lucas has led the way with securing 

donations to help fund and expand the music room’s materials and resources!  Over the past two years, 

she had 17 projects funded on Donor’s Choose worth $6,265!!  This includes instruments, books, sheet 

music, lyres, and so much more!! (follow this link to see all of her projects:  http://www.donorschoose.org/we-

teach/1416337/?historical=true) 

If you want to support Mrs. Lucas and the Irving School students, she has one open project on Donor’s 

Choose.  She is hoping to build a listening center and needs iPod shuffles and headphones.  The project 

needs $253 more to be funded.  Please consider donating, or sharing her request on your social media 

pages to help spread the word!  You can view this project by visiting her page: 

http://www.donorschoose.org/project/bring-our-listening-center-into-the-21st/1629100/?challengeid=265888 

 

Congratulations, Mrs. Lucas!  We are extremely proud of you and your work with our students!  

http://www.donorschoose.org/we-teach/1416337/?historical=true
http://www.donorschoose.org/we-teach/1416337/?historical=true
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/bring-our-listening-center-into-the-21st/1629100/?challengeid=265888
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September 16, 2015 
 
Jennifer Lucas 
Irving Elementary 
9 Garden Place 
Derby, CT  06483 
 
Dear Mrs. Lucas and Irving Elementary Music Students – 
 
My name is Emma Leggat, and I work with StubHub.  At StubHub, we help fans buy and sell tickets to 
thousands of music and sports events.  But that’s just a part of what we do.   
 
We also work very hard to recognize schools, teachers and students who are part of exceptional music 
education programs just like yours.  You and all of your music peers around you are a very – I stress very – 
important part of what will continue to bring music into the hearts of fans across the world for many years to 
come.  
 
We believe that without a very special program just like the one that your school, your principal, your teachers 
are working hard to give you, music would not be able to live on. 
 
Which is exactly why we are writing you.  We know that it isn’t easy to keep a program like yours going for so 
many students and for so many years.  It takes a lot of work and it costs a lot of money – not just hundreds of 
dollars but many thousands of dollars.   
 
That’s where StubHub comes in!  This year, we have committed to putting $1 million – that’s right - $1 million 
worth of musical instruments into schools across our country.   
 
And guess what?  Because of all the hard work your teacher Mrs. Lucas has done to recognize your 
achievements, we are proud to honor your program and provide you with 15 instruments worth $15,400 to 
start using, immediately.  Also, with this letter comes a certificate of recognition honoring your fantastic 
program and all of your hard work that you can hang in your classroom and feel proud of each and every day 
you walk in. 
 
With these instruments, we encourage you to pursue your dreams in music – whatever those may be – and 
know just how important we think you are to bringing the sound of music to fans for many years to come. 
 
Congratulations, 

 
Emma Leggat 
Head of Social Impact for StubHub 
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