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CAST ALUMINUM FLAQUE

187 W X 28" H

SCALE: 3/16” =17

BACKGROUND -
BLACK LEATHERETTE

NATIONAL HUMANE ALLIANCE
ANIMAL WATERING FOUNTAIN
(1909)

This fountain was donated to the city of El Paso
and installed in this location in 1909. Over one
hundred of these watering troughs were
presented to communities throughout the United
States in the early 1900s by the National Humane
Alliance, with an endowment from Herman Lee
Ensign, its founder and benefactor.

267

The fountain features a clever design of water
flowing from two lion mouths into a polished
Maine granite bowl. The upper bowl served as a
watering trough for horses and the four small
cups at the base were for dogs and cats. The
city has kept the fountain in operation for more
than a century.

The fountain is a reminder of the time when
towns depended on working animals to
transport people and their possessions and it
also reflects the growing concern for the
welfare of animals in the early 20th century.
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