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DERBY BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
 

DERBY CITY HALL, ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS – MARCH 9, 2006 - 7:00 P.M. 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Honorable Mayor Anthony Staffieri called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  All rose 
and pledged allegiance to the flag.   
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Anthony Szewczyk, Matthew DeBarbieri, Beverly Moran, James Benanto, Ronald 
Sill, Joseph Bomba, Kenneth Hughes, Scott Boulton, Dennis Devonshuk (arrived at 7:16 
p.m.) 
 
Also Present:  John DeBarbieri, Interim Chief Administrator 
  David L. Kopjanski, Building Official/Zoning Enforcement Officer 
  Philip A. Hawks, Fire Marshal 
  Chief Andrew L. Cota, Jr., Derby Police Department 
  Ronald J. Culmo, Director, Public Works 
  Laura Wabno, Town & City Clerk 
  Carolyn Duhaime, Board of Apportionment & Taxation  
  Beth Colette, Board of Education 
  Thomas Lenart, Director, Storms Ambulance Corps. 
  Joseph Coppola, Corporation Counsel 

 
Mayor Staffieri said he would like to recognize a couple of birthdays this evening – Happy 
Birthday to Beverly Moran and Happy Birthday to Ron Sill. 
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 
Mr. Hughes stated he has three additions to the agenda this evening: 
 

1) Vendor Permit – “Courthouse Dogs” – Mark Lanzieri 
2) Temporarily Appoint Mayor Anthony Staffieri to the Redevelopment Agency  
3) Downtown Committee Report 

 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. Bomba to approve the three 
additions and adopt the agenda as amended.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION 
 
Daniel Waleski, 21 Elm Street, Derby, CT – It’s not on the agenda but it’s on the walls at City 
Hall and that is the art exhibit.  It’s certainly indicative of this Administration’s interest in 
humanity and in the common man and the public in general.  I want to tell you that a lot 
of us welcome that exhibit.  We very much thank Laura Wabno for her interest in 
spearheading this exhibit.  We hope to see more of it.  It’s just a wonderful addition to City 
Hall and we owe you a debt of gratitude.  Thank you very much for seeing to it that the 
public has the opportunity to see this wonderful material.  Thank you. 
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Mayor Staffieri – You’re welcome.  And this is an acknowledgement that I was going to 
bring about.  The one who was instrumental in this was Laura Wabno and the Art Instructor 
for the Derby Senior Center his name is Mr. Alex Domonkos and the Seniors.  So all that art 
is on exhibit and on loan for us.  And they’re going to hang some more for us throughout 
the building. 
 
Mr. Waleski – One great thing about it is it’s all free.   
 
Mayor Staffieri – It even got hung up for free.  It didn’t even cost us the hangars.  So on 
behalf of the City we thank Mr. Domonkos and the Seniors. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION CLOSED 
 
ONE HUNDRED DAY REPORT/MAYOR ANTHONY STAFFIERI 
Mayor Staffieri presented his One Hundred Day Report: 
 
Ninety-eight days ago I walked into this office for the first time as Derby’s Mayor.  When I 
did, I vowed that I would keep my promise to the people I met door-to-door campaigning 
to address their many concerns about our city.  We promised to be fiscally responsible and 
do the best we could to save taxpayers money.  We promised to move long-stalled city 
projects forward and undertake new ones that made good sense.  We also promised 
open government, where citizens are kept in an informed loop with information at hand to 
make informed decisions.  Along with some members of my transition team already in 
place, we were immediately greeted by many challenges.  As soon as I walked through 
the door, I had discovered that all the data on the city’s computers hard drives were 
erased and that the back up tapes were missing.  After reporting this to the police, we 
continue to address more problems.  In nearly every file, documents were improperly filed 
or missing altogether.  There were no physical or electronic city contact phone numbers in 
the building; they had either been erased or destroyed.  The previous administration was 
definitely not trying to make things easy for us.  Answering pending questions on issues was 
virtually impossible, but we had promises to keep and we did the best we could with the 
lack of information and materials at hand. 
 
We were able to solve an issue concerning back rent and unpaid utilities for the 
temporary Board of Education offices.  We relocated them to the old city hall, which we 
already owned and was not currently in use.  That move negated the need for the city to 
pay $5,000 a month to a landlord.  Even with a cost of about $30,000 to get the old city 
hall ready, Derby will save at least that much this year alone and there will be no future 
rent bills for the city to pay.  That move also modified the previous administration’s plan to 
finish the new city hall basement.  They wanted to spend about $400,000 to renovate and 
put the Board of Ed there.  For less than $50,000, we were able to finish off that basement 
and produce ample meeting space for any city boards and committees that may need it. 
 
This administration, in its first one hundred days, was able to save the city over $350,000 on 
project costs associated with city hall, not including eliminating a $5,000 per month 
expenditure in rent for the Board of Education.  We promised to try and save the city 
money and we are just beginning. 
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Upon taking office, it was suggested that we take stock of outstanding bills and get our 
house in order.  Some date back to 2004.  The City Treasurer sent out a request to all our 
vendors and suppliers for a summary of unpaid bills.  We are still receiving them, currently 
to date they total over $100,000.  We need to pay these as quickly as possible after 
verification.  We inherited these problems but we will take care of them.  We’ve also taken 
issue with some financial decisions the previous administration has made, and done our 
best to stop the bleeding.  We feel the City should have explored more cost-effective 
solutions to our school modernization other than Noresco.  As many of you know, per their 
contract, approved and negotiated by the former mayor, Noresco did about $600,000 
worth of work and Derby lost over $850,000 in engineering/consulting fees and lost 
reimbursements.  United Illuminating could have done something similar for a lot less, but 
that was not the avenue our predecessors chose to take.  We believe Derby has paid 
enough for these services and we hope we can get Noresco to agree and save us the last 
few hundred thousand in payments.  These are not the only problems we’ve encountered; 
there are many more like this.  We will do our best to deal with them as efficiently as 
possible.  We cannot provide all the details right now.  Some issues are in negotiation, 
others are being settled and we’re still discovering cases of apparent mismanagement. 
 
We ask you to have some patience with us.  We are cleaning up Derby’s government 
after an extended period of “politics and perception” vs. working for the community.  We 
couldn’t get the State Department of Economic and Community Development to even 
talk to the City of Derby about securing new grants for redevelopment purposes because 
a five-year old grant was never closed our properly and the City of Derby was supposed 
to replace $63,000 in funds that were improperly spent.  In October 2005, the State 
Community Development office told the City that no funds would become available for 
Derby until the city worked with DECD to close out the offending grant.  We have 
forwarded a full explanation and details explaining that the money had been properly 
spent but not properly documented.  We have been forced to reapply for grants that 
agencies in the State had rejected partially, we believe, because Derby had submitted 
them hand-written instead of professionally and completely prepared.  Again, more old 
and neglected problems continue to surface, but you can rest assured that we are 
working on these emerging issues immediately. 
 
We have begun to address the Education issues surrounding the city in a way that keeps 
the taxpayers informed.  We believe that the citizens of Derby voted the referendum for a 
new middle school down more than once because they were not given the choice that 
best suited them or the complete facts.  Our aim is to use the findings of our new 
Education Liaison Committee to review and recommend the multiple courses of action for 
the city.  These recommendations will list the benefits and drawbacks of each plan and let 
the voters decide which works best for the city.  It seems that the previous administration 
felt that the choice was not yours.  We believe it is. 
 
We also promised to get redevelopment moving in Derby, and we have.  The city 
inherited property for a nature preserve off of Sodom Lane in Derby that was given to us 
by Frank Onopiak.  Until we started inquiring in December, nothing had been done since 
the city took possession of the property in 2002.  Our administration, notably Aldermen 
Hughes and Bomba, worked diligently with the executors of Mr. Onopiak’s Estate.  They 
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helped to arrange a clean up of the building and property involved.  A private citizen has 
since volunteered to maintain the property at no cost to the city.  Additionally, one 
abandoned vehicle on the grounds has been turned over to the Board of Education for 
their use and another has been sold to raise some funds for the project.  These steps have 
saved the taxpayers additional money this year.  On this property, we were able to 
salvage abandoned trailers that were usable for storage.  The previous administration had 
drawn up plans to provide storage for the school system at a cost of about $100,000. 
 
The utilization of these trailers negates that need for now and gives us time to assess the 
most cost effective solution.  A duty neglected in the past is now a boon for the city. 
 
The Sterling Opera House has had more activity surrounding its restoration in the last 
ninety-eight days that is has seen for the last four years.  The roof will be going forward to 
bid this month and the $1,000,000 grant we’ve heard about for so long will actually be 
going to bid within this year.  Downtown redevelopment has had multiple briefing sessions 
for City Boards and Commissions.  We want our appointed and elected officials to have 
the most current information available about what is occurring and the time table for 
activity so they can help keep our voters informed.  The renovation work on the parking 
garage downtown is being restarted.  We began on February 28th and new problems are 
surfacing.  We are immediately trying to resolve them as we feel that parking has been, 
and will continue to be vital to downtown’s resurrection.  For the Downtown Development, 
the relocation expert Request for Proposal is going out in the next 2 weeks.  That will lead 
to the hiring of the Relocation Expert mandated by contract and State law within forty-five 
days.  The developer has hired the staff and experts to create the GAP analysis and the 
City has retained its own expert to review that report when prepared within 120 days. 
 
We also promised to keep all our voters informed.  We may not do many press 
conferences because we feel the work must come first, but we will keep everyone in the 
loop who wishes to be.  We ran on a platform of being non-partisan.  Our election was 
won because Democrats and Independents supported us along with our Republican 
core.  We came together, not as foes from across the aisle, but as people who care about 
Derby.  We will reward and honor the faith you have placed in us. 
 
Almost three years ago, some city employees and elected officials began a study of what 
would have updated and modernized our computer systems throughout Derby.  That work 
was ignored until this administration was sworn in.  We have since formed a technology 
committee to modernize and update Derby’s computer software and hardware as 
needed. 
 
We believe efficient communication encourages efficient government.  We’ve also been 
able, along with tremendous help from Jack Walsh, to expand the City of Derby website.  
Committee membership has been updated, contact e-mail addresses have been put in 
place and meeting agendas and minutes are now posted on line for all residents to see.  
This administration is making city information more easily accessible to its residents. 
 
We have also filled many long-vacant seats on many city boards and commissions.  A 
government that is incomplete cannot run efficiently.  We are solving old problems and 
moving forward into a bright future with a lot of help from a talented group of 
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administrators and elected officials.  We thank you for your support and we hope we can 
count on your continuance of that support.  We have accomplished much, but our work is 
only beginning.  Thank you.   
 
DISCUSSION PARKING AUTHORITY (Reopen Public Portion if necessary) 
There were no questions raised. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – FEBRUARY 23, 2006 MEETING 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mrs. Moran to approve the Minutes of 
the February 23, 2006 regular meeting as presented.  Motion carried.    

GRAUSTEIN DISCOVERY PROJECT REPORT (Presented by Richard Knoll, CEO/President TEAM, 
Inc.) 

Mayor Staffieri introduced Richard Knoll, CEO/President of TEAM, Inc. 
 
Mr. Knoll said that each member should have received a copy of the Power Point 
presentation.  He then gave a presentation on early childhood learning.  He said in 2004 a 
committee was established to review this situation.  There are approximately twenty 
committee members.  Mr. Knoll said a consultant was hired to prepare a report on why the 
pre-school attendance level in Derby was lower than the State average.  Mr. Knoll said the 
main mission is to promote early childhood education.  The first step to review this was to 
apply for a grant to develop a Study and then an Action Plan.  They also felt the next 
reason was affordability and transportation.  The information that is put out in the 
community is not very coherent.  There was no information available regarding subsidies 
for pre-school.  He also found that both users and non-users of pre-school understand the 
value of pre-school education.  It was noted that the reason why some parents didn’t put 
their children in pre-school is either because they couldn’t afford it or they didn’t 
understand the options clearly.  He said one of the things they are going to do with the 
money available is hire a part-time coordinator who is going to put together some 
learning materials for parents that will tell them where to find quality daycare in the Derby 
region, where to find subsidies for daycare and a number of other related projects on that 
same theme.  They also were in agreement that the pre-school would have to be clean, 
good procedures, safe, etc… 

 
He asked that anyone who would like to be part of this effort and be on the committee 
contact TEAM.  The committee meets once a month, currently the last Monday of the 
month at 3:30 p.m. at TEAM.  He noted that they are probably going to be changing the 
meeting time in order to get more parent participation. 
 
Mr. Sill asked if the program still starts at 3 years old.  Mr. Knoll said most Pre-schools are 
aged 3 to 5.  He said they are starting to talk more about what’s available at Infant to 3.  
He stated a lot of psychologists say that the most important learning takes place before 
the age of 3.  Mr. Szewczyk asked where would the childcare take place.  Mr. Knoll said 
the committee just wants the residents to understand where they can find good quality 
childcare and how to find subsidies.  He said there are a lot of childcare options available.  
There is Derby Daycare right there on the Green that has 45 State subsidized slots, you 
have private daycares around Derby.  TEAM has a Head Start Program at the former St. 
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Peter St. Paul School in Ansonia that serves about 50 Derby children.  He said they also 
manage the Board of Education’s School Readiness Program, which used to be in Irving 
School, however due to a lack of space at Irving it has been moved to a site in Ansonia.  
 
FIRE MARSHAL REPORT 
There were no questions raised.  Report placed on file. 
 
POLICE REPORT 
There were no questions raised.  Report placed on file. 
 
POLICE FEES/PARKING VIOLATIONS SUMMARY 
There were no questions raised.  Report placed on file. 
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
There were no questions raised.  Report placed on file. 
 
STORMS AMBULANCE REPORT 
Mr. Hughes said the report was just received this evening.  He suggested if anyone had 
any questions to contact Tom Lenart directly.   
 
Mrs. Wabno noted for the record that Mr. Lenart was not aware that the Town & City 
Clerk’s Office now sends out the Board of Aldermen packet a week before the meeting, 
not the night before as had been the practice of the former administration.   
 
Mr. Lenart said he did have a question for Corporation Counsel regarding the E.M.S. Plan.  
Corporation Counsel said he did call Mr. Lenart to state that he would follow up with the 
old file.  He said apparently there is no old file and that he has to start from scratch.  He 
hopes to have something for Mr. Lenart in the next week or so. 
 
Mayor Staffieri asked Mr. Lenart to inform the board about a donation made to the Storms 
Ambulance.  Mr. Lenart said after the case of the missing woman from Derby a manager 
at Wal-Mart contacted him and said they would like to do something for the community 
and asked what would be a good item to enable the search for a missing person.  Mr. 
Lenart said they reviewed items pertaining to this and said they had worked last year with 
Search & Rescue Dogs and said having a Search & Rescue Dog would be a great 
addition.  Mr. Lenart said they talked to the company they trained with last year and they 
agreed to provide a dog.  Mr. Lenart said a $2,500 donation was received from Wal-Mart 
for the purchase of the dog and to provide training for handlers.  He said two members of 
the Storms will be going to Canada to pick up the dog.  They anticipate having the dog in 
July/August.  He said the intent is to match up with a few other Search & Rescue teams in 
the area.  He informed the board that veterinary care has been graciously donated for 
the life of the dog by Seymour Veterinary Hospital.  The dog would be available to our 
personnel and the City – any of the agencies that need the dog – it would be available 
24/7. 
 
Mr. Lenart also informed those present that the Storms Haz-Mat Team was recognized by 
DEP for the fine work they performed at the tanker rollover on Route 34. The interventions 
that were performed by our Haz-Mat Team saved a large spill from becoming a very large 
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spill because no one else in the area had the equipment or the capabilities to mitigate 
the spill and keep it contained until the proper cleanup people could arrive. 
 
Mayor Staffieri said the City of Derby is very proud of the level of expertise that we have in 
your department. 
 
PARKING AUTHORITY APPROVAL 
Mr. Hughes read the following Proposed Amendment into the record: 
 
Proposed Amendment to ARTICLE XXII, “Parking Division”, of the Code of the City of Derby 
 
Section 7-111 Composition, organization. 
 
(Delete) 
 
§7-111 Composition; organization 
 
The Office of the Mayor of the City of Derby is hereby designated as the Parking Division.  
The Mayor is authorized to employ a Director of the Parking Division, subject to the 
approval of the Board of Aldermen. 
 
(New Language) 
 
§7-111 Composition; qualifications of members; organization; compensation; fiscal 
matters; annual report. 
 
The Parking Division shall consist of no more than seven (7) electors of the City who shall be 
appointed by the Mayor, not more than four of whom shall be of the same political party.  
Those first appointed shall be designated to serve for one, two, three, four and five year 
terms, respectively, and thereafter a member shall be appointed annually to serve for five 
(5) years, except that any vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term in 
the same manner as the original appointment.  Such authority shall select from among its 
members a chairman and may employ necessary personnel.  The members of the Parking 
Division shall serve without compensation.  No action of such Parking Division shall be valid 
unless authorized by a vote of the majority of its members.  Such Parking Division shall 
maintain proper accounting and financial records and shall make an annual report to the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Hughes with a second by Mr. DeBarbieri to approve the 
formation of the Parking Authority. 
 
DISCUSSION ON MOTION 
Mr. Sill asked who would they report to.  Mayor Staffieri said they would report to the Board 
of Aldermen.  Mr. Sill noted that it says an annual report - will they still supply a monthly 
report and are they still under us?  Mr. J. DeBarbieri said they are still under the auspices of 
the Mayor’s Office.  He said the Mayor wanted to get the authorities all locked up by his 
office and the quickest way to do it was to reform the basic commission that existed in the 
past.  Corporation Counsel Coppola was so thrilled that I had five pages of the old 
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regulations so we will bring that to you probably in about three months.  With the on-going 
parking garage repairs, the additional 20 ft.² at $42.00 a square foot that have to be 
repaired because it has taken so long, the additional work, there had to be an 
interposition of another layer between the Mayor’s Office to make sure it’s efficient.  Pat’s 
been a one-woman team and crew running it day-to-day and even with her energy she’s 
a little tired on occasions.  Mrs. Moran asked if reports would be received on a monthly 
basis like committees do.  Mr. J. DeBarbieri said this is just intervening legislation.  Everything 
will be available through Pat like it currently is – everything will be prepared exactly the 
same way.  He said this gets the authority out of the Mayor’s hands and into an existing 
committee with six appointees now to get it running and then in the next two months 
we’re going to have to draw up the lengthy legislation that we had in the past.  So rather 
than wait for that to come through the Mayor decided it was more efficient to make it run 
right.  Mayor Staffieri said with the Parking Authority it just hasn’t been, because only Patty 
was running it and doing all the other duties that she has been doing here at City Hall, it 
just wasn’t being run efficiently like it should be.  Mr. Sill said he just doesn’t want it to be 
autonomous where they don’t answer to us anymore.  Mrs. Moran agreed.  Mayor Staffieri 
said it would go back to the way it should be where they would supply us with a monthly 
report and an annual report.  Corporation Counsel said for clarification we are deleting 
the current language in Section 7-111. 
 
Mr. Hughes said he would like to amend his motion.  The motion would read: 
 
AMENDED MOTION 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Hughes with a second by Mr. DeBarbieri to delete the current 
language in Section 7-111 Composition, organization and replace it with the new Section 
7-111 Composition; qualifications of members; organization; compensation; fiscal matters; 
annual report. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
APPROVAL OF ROAD BOND INVOICES 
Mr. Hughes said he has a few questions on the invoices.  He asked Mr. Culmo to explain 
the invoice received from IMCO.  Mr. Culmo said this is for the work performed on the area 
surrounding George Avenue.  Mr. Hughes said the invoice says screening loam at the 
Transfer Station.  Mr. Culmo said they were screening loam down there.  They were using 
the compost pile where all the leaves are there – they pile the leaves up and keep turning 
it over with compost and the sand from the roads you mix it together and we use the end 
result for loam to back up the berms on all the road projects.  Mr. Hughes asked Mr. Culmo 
if he has an idea on the amount of material that they screened.  Mr. Culmo said he wasn’t 
sure of the amount – he knows it was a lot.  Mr. Hughes said he was concerned because 
we spent almost $25,000 on the screening – so if we were to get 500 yards of material it 
would be cheaper to buy new material.  Mr. Culmo said the material was not only used for 
George Avenue, it was used for all the road projects.  Mr. Hughes said he would like Mr. 
Culmo to find out the amount of material that was screened.  Mr. Culmo said he would 
find out the amount.  Mr. Hughes then asked Mr. Culmo if the Public Works Department 
was capable of doing tree work?  Mr. Culmo said the trees that we are able to work on 
they do; however the trees that are in wires or higher than the truck can reach they use a 
private contractor.  Mr. Hughes asked if the worked performed by Mr. Frank Pepe could 
be performed by Public Works?  Mr. Culmo said he does not have enough manpower to 
do that work.  Mr. Hughes asked Mr. Culmo if he finds that Public Work is subbing out an 
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excessive amount of work to companies that perhaps could be done by Public Works.  Mr. 
Culmo said they are subbing the work out because they are short of manpower.  He 
noted that there used to be 18 people working for Public Works – there are now 13 and 3 
of those individuals are out on Worker’s Comp.  It’s hard to do the work of 18 people with 
only 10.  Mr. Hughes suggested to Mayor Staffieri that we should start to look at getting 
more help at Public Works instead of subbing this work out.  Mr. Hughes asked Mr. Culmo 
to have the companies itemize their invoices further.  Mr. Culmo also noted that Public 
Works does not have a backhoe – the work completed by Frank Pepe required a 
backhoe.  Mayor Staffieri asked if there were heavy equipment operators at Public Works 
that would be able to operate a backhoe.  Mr. Culmo said he does.  Mayor Staffieri asked 
if it would be better to rent a backhoe.  Mr. Culmo said we would be better off purchasing 
one.  He said he would be looking to include a backhoe on his Capital Plan request.  Mrs. 
Moran also noted that some of these bills go back quite a long time.  Is interest and late 
charges being paid to these companies?  Mr. Culmo noted that the bills were laying on his 
desk when he arrived at Public Works.  He said he has done his best to try to solve the 
problems and get the process moving.  He said there was no Road Bond Committee for 
several months to get the bills paid.  He noted that he receives phone calls from these 
contractors on a daily basis looking for payment.  Mayor Staffieri said the reason why there 
is a backlog is because Public Works and Chief Cota at the Police Department share a 
secretary.  Mr. Culmo noted that he has a secretary two days a week.  The work piles up 
when she is out sick or on vacation.  Ms. Finn informed the board members that she 
prepares the Road Bond Spreadsheet once she receives the invoices from Public Works.  
She stated that she does not recall how she became responsible for this job, but she does 
it.  Ms. Finn noted that at no time has she ever included late charges in payment to a 
contractor.  Mr. Bomba asked Mr. Culmo who is responsible for overseeing what a 
contractor is doing?  He said there are storm drains that were cut into roads off of Marshal 
Lane – he believes it is the Albert Avenue one – and the water does not run anywhere 
near this new storm drain.  Mr. Culmo said that project has not been finished yet.  He said 
that is one of the first projects that needs to be completed.  Mr. Devonshuk asked how do 
we determine a contractor; is it done by a bid process?  Mr. Culmo said there is a bid 
process.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Hughes with a second by Mr. M. DeBarbieri to approve the 
payment of the Road Bond Invoices, excluding the IMCO invoice in the amount of 
$23,437.00 Motion carried.    
 
Mrs. Moran asked Mr. Culmo to have a total of the monies left in the Road Bond Account 
for the next meeting. 
  
APPOINTMENT – PHILIP ROBERTSON AS CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR 
Mayor Staffieri said he believes everyone has met Phil.  Mayor Staffieri said Phil is a great 
asset; he’s proven his worth already.  He used to be a State Senator and was in office for 
fourteen years.  During that time he served as Minority Leader and Majority Leader.  Mayor 
Staffieri said he has been going to Hartford with Phil over the past few days regarding our 
downtown and our sewage treatment plant.  He said you walk into the LOB and everyone 
knows him.  Mayor Staffieri noted that Phil is going to be a great asset to Derby.  The Mayor 
informed the board that John DeBarbieri has worked with Phil during the past couple of 
weeks.  Mayor Staffieri also informed the board that John DeBarbieri has agreed to stay on 
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for a couple of more weeks on a part-time basis.  Alderman Bomba said that he has spent 
time with Phil over the past couple of weeks and has found him to be an all action type of 
guy and he is someone that the City has sorely needed for a long time.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Hughes with a second by Mr. Sill to approve the appointment 
of Philip Robertson as the Chief Administrator for the City of Derby.  Motion carried. 
 
VENDOR PERMIT – “COURTHOUSE DOGS” – MARK LANZIERI 
Chief Cota said Mr. Lanzieri has been at this site he would be grandfathered in.  The Chief 
noted that everything seems to be in order with his application.  He did note that there is a 
slight question on his insurance regarding the date, which he will have Mr. Lanzieri rectify 
with Marie.  The Chief said Mr. Lanzieri has been a good vendor in the City and the Police 
have never had any problem with his stand.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. Szewczyk to approve the Vendor 
Permit of Mark Lanzieri for “Courthouse Dogs.”  Motion carried. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR ANTHONY STAFFIERI TO THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY ON A 
TEMPORARY BASIS 
Mayor Staffieri informed the board that a vacancy has occurred on the Redevelopment 
Agency by the expiration of the term of Former Mayor Marc Garofalo.  He said he would 
like this board to ratify him serving on this agency temporarily as a member until the search 
for an appropriate replacement is completed. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Moran with a second by Mr. Boulton to appoint Mayor 
Anthony Staffieri to a temporary appointment to the Redevelopment Agency.  Motion 
carried. 
 
DOWNTOWN COMMITTEE REPORT 
Mr. Szewczyk was elected Chairman of the Downtown Committee at their meeting held 
March 7, 2006.  He said one topic which was discussed was the City’s parking garage.  
Joseph Moore attended the meeting and updated the committee.  He noted 
approximately two years ago an engineering study was done on the parking garage.  At 
that time the cost for repairs was approximately $1.5 million.  With two years going by the 
cost would now be roughly $1.8 million.  He did note that there was additional damage in 
the garage and the number would probably surpass $2 million.  They are currently doing 
improvements at the garage, which is going to cost approximately $105,000.  The main 
items being repaired are the lighting system, security system, patching of holes in the drive 
surface and re-striping the parking spaces.   
 
Mr. Szewczyk said blight was also reviewed by the committee.  He noted that there seems 
to be a misconception on how blight is reported.  He said what it amounts to is the 
department heads – the Health Department, Police Department, Fire Department and 
Public Works Department during their rounds of duty is supposed to look for blight and 
present their findings to Dave Kopjanski so that he might take action.  He said that a lot of 
citizens are afraid to report blight.  Mr. Szewczyk said he would like to establish a “Blight 
Box” at City Hall so that people can report things anonymously.   
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Mr. Hughes said it was also brought to the committee’s attention by Mr. Kopjanski that 34-
36 Lakeview Terrace needs to be placed on the Blight List.  Mr. Hughes said he passed out 
pictures to the board members prior to the start of tonight’s meeting for their review of the 
property. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Hughes with a second by Mr. Sill to add 34-36 Lakeview 
Terrace to the Blight List.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mrs. Moran to adjourn the meeting at 
8:00 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Patricia Finn 
Recording Secretary 
 
/paf 
 
A TAPE RECORDING OF THIS MEETING IS ON FILE IN THE TOWN & CITY CLERK’S OFFICE  


