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Board of Alderman Minutes 

March 11, 2014 
 

1. Call to Order.  

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Roll Call.  

Present were Ms. DeGennaro, Mr. Iacuone, Ms. Monaco, Mr. Gerckens, Mr. Sill, Mr. Lenart, Mr. Anroman, 

Mr. DiCenso, and Mr. Olenoski.  

 

4. Public Portion. 

Mayor Dugatto made the following statement: “Friday due to the business and public concerns with the 

closing of the garage something had to be done immediately. The Parking Authority did not convey a 

sense of urgency to resolving this problem in a timely manner. The parking garage is critical to downtown 

businesses, state courthouse, senior center and residents in the downtown area and residents who do 

business in the area. I needed to take immediate action to safely open the garage. I contacted a local 

expert to identify a cost effective temporary solution to allow the garage to open. Work began on 

Saturday and continued through Sunday and continued also through today. Engineers have inspected the 

work done and will give their report tonight. Thank you.” 

 

5. Republic Caucus result to appoint replacement on the Board of Apportionment and Taxation to 

finish term of tax board member Carolyn Duhaime. 

Mr. Lenart motioned to replace Carolyn Duhaime with Richard Dziekan, seconded by Mr. Olenoski and the 

motion carried.  

 

6. Discussion and Possible Action on the Municipal Parking Garage. 

Prime AE provided their report regarding the repairs. Lots D and E have been completed. A, B, C were 

supposed to be completed today. Once done, they should be able to open the garage. Mr. DiCenso asked 

about the netting. The engineer stated that this is a temporary fix until the netting could be put up. The 

netting should still be put in place, but once it has been completed it is good enough to open the garage. 

Prime AE will forward a document stating that they agree that the garage is safe to open. Mr. Iacuone had 

concerns with leaving the plates up and having the netting attached to it. Mr. Lenart stated that the plates 

should come down once the netting comes up, per the supervisor at IDA. Attorney Blake said the 

insurance company is aware of the situation. Mr. Iacuone asked if there is anything in writing. Attorney 

Blake said that the temporary repairs are enough for insurance to continue to provide coverage. There 

are more insurance issues due to companies forced to default on parking contract.  

 

Both Ms. DeGennaro and Mr. DiCenso discussed their disapproval of the way this situation was handled.  

Additionally, Ms. DeGennaro still has a concern with who owns the land and structure and who is 

responsible for the payment of IDA’s work. Attorney Blake said that the Parking Authority has funding. He 

also doesn’t know if the Board had the right to close the garage in the first place. He said that either the 

Parking Authority or the City has to pay and that the point of tonight is whether or not to open the garage.  

Joe Moore stated that the Parking Authority didn’t authorize the work and has no plans to pay for the 



work that was done per the Mayor. He said the Parking Authority is paying for the netting not the 

installation and removal of plating by IDA. Mr. Sill advised Mr. Moore that the information regarding a 

referendum was never received. Mayor Dugatto stated that issue is for another night.  

 

Mr. Gerckens discussed his support for Mayor Dugatto and her leadership, but also commented that the 

Charter should not be violated.  

 

Mr. Lenart motioned to reopen the parking garage tomorrow morning under that plan that the plating is 

in place, barriers are in place, and that the netting will still be installed. Mr. Olenoski seconded.  

 

The Board discussed how the mayor went behind their back and did not notify the Board that she was 

looking for other options to open the garage.  

 

Leo Moscato stated that they have contracts for approximately 300 cars and he asked if there were spots 

for these vehicles. The engineer doesn’t know how many spots are available.   

 

At Leo Moscato’s request, Mr. Lenart motioned to amend his earlier motion to state that the garage will 

reopen Thursday morning not tomorrow morning. Mr. Olenoski seconded the amended motion. 

 

All were in favor of the amended motion and the motion carried.  

 

7. Executive Session – O’Sullivan Island – pending litigation 

Mr. Sill motioned to enter into executive session and invite Mr. Dunne and corporation counsel. Mr. 

Olenoski seconded and the motion carried at 9:49 PM. 

 

The Board came out of executive session at 9:55 PM. 

 

8. O’Sullivan Island – Discussion / Possible Action 

Ms. DeGennaro motioned that the city enters into the tolling agreement with the EPA and authorizes the 

mayor to sign such agreement on their behalf. Mr. Sill seconded and the motion carried.  

 

9.  Adjournment 

Mr. Sill motioned to adjourn, Mr. Anroman seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 9:56 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Terri Kuskowski 

 

 

These minutes are subject to the Board’s approval at their next scheduled meeting. 

 

 

 


